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by Smitha Sadanandan

Christina Debs

Lebanese jeweller Christina Debs is deeply influenced
by her origins and the ancient Phoenicians. Being
excellent traders, they travelled far and wide, and
brought back various crafting techniques with them;
much of which are still in use in jewellery production.
The Phoenicians were known to use brightly coloured stones, agates, lapis
lazulis, carnelians and jaspers, while their jewellery designs were often
informed by nature; primarily leaves, corns and grapes. It is not hard to see
why Christina is so fascinated by colour and the rich history of the
Phoenicians. All of these inspire Christina greatly, allowing the designer to
often draw upon historical references and reinterpret it through her
jewellery.
At the beginning, when Christina started her namesake jewellery brand, she
was just focused on making beautiful pieces. But now, when she designs,
Christina works to ensure that her collections stand out and also appeal to
the women of today. Interestingly, for her latest collection, Christina looked
to music, bulbs and, of course, colour, which provided the inspiration for a
zesty style. The resulting line is infused with the designer’s passion for
meaningful references and fancy shapes.
Christina Debs tells us about new collections, Baselworld 2016, business
and more.
SS: This is your second stint at Basel. How was the response this
time?
CD: Very good! In fact, we had very good feedback from both the press and
buyers. Also, we got the chance to exhibit in Hall 1 – it was such an
incredible exposure, and we were the youngest brand out there in the midst
of the most famous and well-established ones.
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Christina Debs The Symphony collection jewellery
SS: What are the themes of your new lines?
CD: Stimulating and regaling the senses is the main theme that runs
alluringly through the new lines, which embody joy, fun and reﬁnement.
The Rock Candy range states its case – ready to be snapped up, natural
sparkle of light and colour, glowing meteorites of diamonds and
gemstones, while for the Electra collection, the multi-coloured glowing
bulbs have been transformed into focal points and crowned with
diamonds and ﬁlaments. Then, there is the Symphony line with a
variation on a theme of diamonds, designed as an ode to life and
enlightened melody.
SS: What kind of gemstones have you used for the new designs?
CD: I have used a variety of gemstones. In the Electra line, the bulbs have
been made of rock crystal, aventurine, onyx and white, blue and mango
agates, while Rock Candy features a central pave of rubies, tsavorites,
blue and yellow sapphires. For all the three lines, I have used white, black
and brown diamonds.
SS: What sparked your love for candy colours and bright shades?
CD: Colour is life. I like my jewellery to be lively in keeping with the image
of the brand and have already used more than 45 different colour
gemstones. Interestingly, I have used Nummite, a striking black volcanic
stone with sprays of bright iridescent ﬂashes. It is also called the
sorcerer’s stone. With creations that have stones, I always use modern
Christina Debs The Rock Candy ring with black and white diamonds

cuts and fancy shapes so they don’t look dated.

Christina Debs Electra collection jewellery
SS: How did you go about carving a niche for your brand in Lebanon?
CD: When you start a business it is never easy. It takes passion,
knowledge, hard work, strong will and the desire to never give up. I think
it is like in any other profession. The Lebanese market, however, was very
difﬁcult to break into; there is a lot of competition along with a lot of
creativity. My secret weapon to overcome this challenge was my
knowledge. I studied diamond grading at the Gemological Institute of
America (GIA) and at HRD Antwerp. I also did jewellery design and
technology at L’AFEDAP, L’Ecole de la rue du Louvre and L’Ecole Boule in
Paris. All of this allowed me to be more creative, maintain a high quality of
standards in production and constantly evolve in my work.
SS: How would you describe your journey as a designer?
CD: It has been a great adventure. I started my jewellery business with my
husband in 2008, and opened our ﬁrst boutique in Beirut. As I couldn’t
control the quality of my creations, I decided to set up my own atelier in
2010. All of my creations are made in our atelier and this also allows me
to be more creative, while controlling the quality of production. Three
years later, we decided to go international, and collaborated with Mounir
Moufarrige to build the brand into something bigger. By 2014, we started
exhibiting at fairs worldwide and, as a result, our business has grown
tremendously.
SS: How has the association with brand strategist Mounir Moufarrige
helped you?
CD: Mounir Moufarrige helped us go from being a local Lebanese jeweller
to an international brand. We are already in Switzerland, Germany,
Monaco, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, USA and Hong Kong.
Additionally, we have been exhibiting in Switzerland, France and Bahrain,
and are planning new ones for the year-end. SS

Christina Debs Electra collection bangle

Christina Debs The Rock Candy and Electra collection jewellery

You might also like

Precious perfume: Ex
Nihilo Debuts A Very
Precious Gift Set

Ruby Rings: Noble
Ruby – a Symbol of
Passion

Jewellery Theatre
Amaryllis Set – The Star
Of The Flower
Collection

Toi Et Moi Ring From
Past To Present

Bright Colourful
Watches – Perfect
Partner to Summer
Wardrobes
Recommended by

128

118

2

5

Share

0

Share

3

Like 60 people like this.

About the Author
With over a decade of experience as a journalist, Smitha has written features on lifestyle, events, ﬁlms, travel, people, and occasionally
forayed into the world of fashion. Copyright © 2015 Katerina Perez. The text and images within this article are subject to copyright. They
may not be used without written consent from the author. Material on this website may not be copied, broadcasted or adapted without
written consent from Katerina Perez. // РУССКИЙ. Журналистской работой Смита занимается уже более десяти лет. Она пишет
статьи на различные темы: обзоры событий и рецензии на фильмы, рассказы о путешествиях и новости мира моды.Copyright ©
2015 Katerina Perez. Текст и изображения на этом сайте защищены авторскими правами. Копирование и использование
информации без письменного разрешения Катерины Перез запрещено. Если вы хотите использовать авторские тексты/
изображения частично или полностью, обратитесь к Катерине Перез.

0 Comments

Sort by Oldest

Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

Recent Posts
Émeraude en Majesté by Van Cleef
& Arpels: Emeralds in All Their
Glory

Archives
Archives
Select Month

katerinaperez.com on
Facebook

katerinaperez.com
27,225 likes

Sparkly Six: Rainbow-hued
Jewellery Watches for Summer
Like Page

Hermès Presents Its New HB IV
Continuum Collection

Be the ﬁrst of your friends to like this

Les Blés de Chanel: A Rich
Interpretation Of The Fashion
House’s New Symbol
Buccellati and Giambattista Valli –
High Fashion and High Jewellery
Сombined

Terms & Conditions Privacy Policy Cookie Policy
Katerinaperez.com copyright @2016

Contact Us

